
Amor phous War fare By Greg ory R. Cop ley1, Ed i tor

Geno cide is Alive and Well in Africa
The Oromo war against Ethiopian nationalists and ethnic Amhara peoples is
driven by small extremist groups, supported by foreign governments. But it is
virulent and gaining traction. Moreover, its impact is strategic. 

G,   C 2 but a prac tice
as old as hu man ity, has un der gone nu mer ous in -
ter pre ta tions and many names. It has a stra te gic

im pact well be yond its emo tional and eth i cal aspects. 
It is not just a weapon of

gov ern ments — al though they 
have the most power to wield
it — but of ex trem ist move -
ments. Of ten, both com bine
to achieve their goals.

It can be called eth nic cleans ing,
umvolkung3, or ethnomorphosis, but
the ef fects are just the same: to erad i -
cate, drive out, or ren der mean ing less a 
so ci ety on the ba sis of its cul ture, eth -
nic ity, lan guage, or co he sive iden tity.

To day, it is be ing weaponized and
waged by the Oromo Lib er a tion Front
(OLF) and Oromo Fed er al ist Congress 
(OFC) and other rad i cal move ments
within Ethi o pia, but op er at ing with el -
e ments from the global di as pora of
Oromo peo ples. It is sup ported by
other ex trem ist Oromotic and Tigrean

groups, as well as by the Egyp tian
Government4 as a tool of proxy war -
fare.

How ever, sig nif i cantly, this cam -
paign does not re flect the view of most
Oromo peo ple.

Sig nif i cantly, the OLF/OFC geno -
cidal ter ror ism is be ing sup ported by
the Egyp tian Gov ern ment lo gis ti cally
and in terms of weap ons, in tel li gence,
and other means, and it is also sup -
ported by the ousted for mer Ethi o pian
lead er ship of the (also eth ni cally-
driven) Tigré Pop u lar Lib er a tion Front 
(TPLF) for its own po lit i cal ends. 

Egypt also sup ports the Oromo ex -
trem ists in or der to break up Ethi o pia
and there fore elim i nate a po ten tial ri -
val for power in the lower Red Sea;
thus, it is a party to the na tion-split ting 
geno cide, de spite the fact that Egyp -

tian Pres. Ab dul Fatah Saeed al-Sisi
for mally re nounced, on July 29, 2020,
the use of war against Ethi o pia in its
dis pute over the Grand Ethi o pian Re -
nais sance Dam (GERD).5

In this re spect, the xe no pho bic and
geno cidal use of the OLF and OFC
cad res is a form of pop u la tion war fare,
de signed to break up, re duce, or re-
shape a geopolitical en tity. That as pect
is not a new phe nom e non in Af rica.
How ever, the Oromo rad i cal na tion al ist 
move ment pres ents a unique ex am ple of
a global, co or di nated ac tion which is
spe cif i cally geno cidal and or ga nized
with ex ten sive use of co or di nated so cial
me dia tech nol o gies and struc tures which 
has been un der taken out side the lead er -
ship and ini ti a tion of an es tab lished gov -
ern ment.

The OLF/OFC, the OLF’s Oromo
Lib er a tion Army (OLA), the Qeerroo
move ment, the Is lamic Front for the
Lib er a tion of Oromia (IFLO), and
other seem ingly in noc u ous Oromo so -
cial or ga ni za tions in the diaspora, spe -
cif i cally tar get — with mur der, mob
in cite ment, po lit i cal ter ror, and other
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1 Gregory Copley has written before on genocide issues and the strategic impact of such acts. These included the monograph, Hiding Genocide: How 
Croatia Has Been Waging, and Winning, a Global Psychological War for the Balkans While Committing Genocide Against the Serbs (Etna, California,
1996: The Center for Traditionalist Orthodox Studies), and on the genocidal variant dubbed umvolkung, referenced heavily in his latest book, The
New Total War of the 21st Century and the Trigger of the Fear Pandemic (Alexandria, Virignia, 2020: the International Strategic Studies
Association).

2 Raphael Lemkin (June 24, 1900-August  28, 1959), a lawyer of Polish-Jewish descent, is attributed with coining the term “genocide”, and initiating 
the Genocide Convention. Lemkin coined the word term in 1943 or 1944 from genos (Greek for family, tribe, or race) and -cide (Latin for killing).

3 Strategist Dr Stefan T. Possony called it ethnomorphosis, but preferred the German term, umvolkung: the root volk (people); the prefix um
denoting change; and the ending ung refers to action. Ethnomorphosis or umvolkung would occur naturally as tribes and groups merged, and lost
their original identity, but “in real life, umvolkung does not happen without bloodshed and the violation of most human rights”. He noted that
“deliberate umvolkung is a major crime or set of crimes against humanity which have remained hidden only because the process may be spaced
out over several generations”. Cited from Possony, Stefan T.: “Ethnomorphosis: Invisible Catastrophic Crime”, in Plural Societies, Autumn 1976,
Vol. 7, No. 3. Published by the Foundation for the Study of Plural Societies.

4 The Egyptian Government has had a preoccupation with the potential for strategic rivalry from a strong Ethiopia since World War II, and
particularly since Eritrea — the traditional Bar Negus (Kingdom of the North) or Medri Bahri (Land of the Sea) of the Ethiopian Empire — was
re-grouped with Ethiopia as a result of the defeat of the Italian occupying forces in 1941 (and after a brief period of autonomy, rather than
sovereignty, until 1952), and then became federated with Ethiopia and a province of Ethiopia in 1962. Egypt supported anti-Ethiopian forces in
Eritrea during this Cold War period, particularly supporting elements within the majority Muslim population of the province. Eritrea is formally,
at present, an Orthodox Christian-led independent state, and even some of its Orthodox Christian community worked with Egypt against the
Dergue and Meles communist governments of Ethiopia for a period from the mid-1970s to about 2018, but this was often as antagonism toward
the marxists in Addis Ababa rather than against Ethiopia as an historical umbrella concept which included Eritrea. The situation of Ethiopian and
Eritrean Muslim communities vis-à-vis Ethiopian unity is a separate, albeit linked, phenomenon to the Oromo xenophobia, largely because of
external manipulation of the Muslim communities. Some, in Ethiopia, such as the Sultanate of the Afar, have historically remained loyal to the
concept of Solomonic Ethiopian unity.

5 See, Copley, Gregory: “War as a (Fatal) Di ver sion From Re al ity”, in Defense & Foreign Affairs Strategic Policy, 8-2020.



in flu ence op er a tions — the Amhara
peo ple who live be side and among the
Oromo. They tar get them spe cif i cally
for their eth nic ity, lan guage, and cul -
ture. This brings the OLF/OFC ac tions
to very heart of the def i ni tion of geno -
cide. 

And, just as with the nazi Ger man
geno cide of the Jews in and be fore
World War II, the mo tive is os ten si bly
to re dress al leged his tor i cal griev ances
and op pres sion at the hands of the tar -
get peo ples. So it was, too, with the
Cro atian Ustaše geno cide aimed at
Serbs dur ing World War II. And so on.6

At its core, as with most such move -
ments, it is about the sei zure of ter ri -
tory and the erad i ca tion of per ceived
ad ver sary groups. One par al lel to the
grass roots-based Oromo ex trem ist
move ments would ap pear to be the
“greater Al ba nia” move ment, which
has used il le gal mi gra tion and or ga -
nized crime (at a stra te gic level) to
con sume ter ri to ries out side its tra di -
tional home lands. 

The “greater Al ba nia” move ment
had, by 2020, suc ceeded in cre at ing a
new state out of ter ri tory il le gally oc -
cu pied from neighbor ing Serbia —
Kosovo — re mov ing its Ser bian in hab -
it ants, and in mak ing sig nif i cant
strides to dom i nate or con trol two
other ex ist ing states (Montenegro and
North ern Mac e do nia), while also
threat en ing to take over Al ba nia it self.

Al ways Blame the Victim

W   fun da men tal strat -
a gem in most ethnomor-
phosis, geno cidal, or eth nic

cleans ing cam paigns is that the per -
pe tra tor blames the vic tim for the sit -
u a tion. In other words, the perpe-
trator plays the vic tim, while the tar -
get group is thrown onto the de-
fensive. 

The de cep tion of ten back fires, but
usu ally not un til sig nif i cant dam age
has been done. In the case of the Com -
mu nist Party of China (CPC) cur rent

ac tions against the Uighur peo ple of
China’s Xinjiang re gion, the CPC
moved so draconiously and so quickly
that the ev i dence of over whelm ing
state ac tions against a mi nor ity group
were ev i dent. The ear lier (and on go -
ing) par al lel op er a tions against the
Falun Gong move ment ad her ents were
ramped up more sub tly.

Sig nif i cantly, such xe no pho bia is
con ta gious; there is a great “po lit i cal
cor rect ness” to find scape goats for per -
ceived ills and per ceived rea sons for
the fail ure of a so ci ety to achieve its
his tor i cal great ness. This nat u ral phe -
nom e non is ex ploited by dem a gogic
ap peals by po lit i cal move ments or
lead ers; it is the eas i est path to build ing 
co he sion and re sis tance to ra tio nal ar -
gu ment. It was par tic u larly ev i dent in
the na tion al ist ver sus uto pian urbanist
po lar iza tion of West ern so ci et ies in the 
cur rent era.

New Zea land-born Aus tra lian war
correspondent and au thor Osmar
White, who cov ered World War II and
its af ter math, noted: “Some thing
seems to have gone wrong with the hu -
man fam ily as a whole … A hu man
herd can ap par ently pur sue a cer tain
course of ac tion — and pur sue it with
vigor and suc cess — even though that

course of ac tion is at vari ance with the
con science, de sires and in tel li gent be -
liefs of the great ma jor ity of its indi-
vidual mem bers.”7

But, as with the cam paigns against
the Jews and Gyp sies of Eu rope and the 
Serbs dur ing World War II, the dam age 
was done — with some per ma nent
psy cho log i cal im print ing on world at -
ti tudes — be fore those geno cides were
rec og nized.

In Ethi o pia, the ex trem ist Oromo
ac tions also tar get those main stream
Oromos who sup port the re ten tion of
the Ethi o pian state and other Ethi o pi -
ans who de fend the multi-cul tural,
historical Ethi o pian state. In an other
par al lel with the “greater Al ba nia”
move ment, the “greater Oromia”
movement has re vealed it self to be the
en emy of the tra di tional lead er ship of
the main stream Oromo peo ple and the 
tra di tional re gion of Oromia (which
could ar gu ably now be re ferred to as
“lesser Oromia”).

Ar ti cles II and III of the 1948 Con -
ven tion on the Pre ven tion and Pun ish -
ment of Geno cide de scribes two el e -
ments of the crime of geno cide: Firstly,
the men tal el e ment, mean ing the “in -
tent to de stroy, in whole or in part, a
na tional, ethnical, ra cial or re li gious
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Muslim, Christian, and secular Oromo youths demonstrate on July 3, 2020, outside the UK’s Prime Ministerial
residence, 10 Downing Street, as part of the well-orchestrated movement of expatriate Oromos to

pre-emptively control the linguistic high ground of the debate against Ethiopia.

6 In Equatorial Guinea, for example, a process of umvolkung — in some respects “gradual genocide” — was implemented against the Bubi people
who dominated in Bioko, the island of the capital, Malabo, when the Fang people of the mainland Río Muni region assumed power. There were
ample, and even more profound, parallels, too, in the case of Rwanda, which this journal has covered previously, but which deserve a complete
study separately. Indeed, the study of genocide in Africa — and particularly the conscious planning and execution of the phenomenon — cannot
be considered without the examples of actions by both the Hutu Interahamwe and Tutsi Rwandan Patriotic Army (RPA). A significant report on
this was published on April 24, 2000, as “A New Declaration Indicts Rwandan Gen. Paul Kagame to Respond, as He Assumes the Office
President”, in Defense & Foreign Affairs Daily.

7 White, Osmar: Conquerors’ Road: An Eyewitness Report of Germany 1945. Cambridge, UK/New York, 1996: Harper Collins/Cambridge University
Press. In this regard, too, it is essential to read Crowds and Power, by Elias Canetti (New York, 1981: Con tin uum. Orig i nally pub lished by Claassen 
Verlag, Ham burg, in 1960 as Masse und Macht); and The Crowd: A Study of the Pop u lar Mind, by Gustave Le Bon (Vi king, 1960. Our edi tion: New 
York, 1896: The Macmillan Co. Originally published as Psychologie des Foules in 1895).



group, as such”; Sec ondly, the phys i cal
el e ment which in cludes five acts (a
crime must in clude the first and sec -
ond el e ments to be called “geno cide”)8; 
and Thirdly, Ar ti cle III de scribed five
pun ish able forms of the crime of geno -
cide (geno cide itself, con spir acy, in -
cite ment, at tempt, and com plic ity).

What is sig nif i cant in the case of the
Ethi o pian geno cide is that the Prime
Min is ter of Ethi o pia is him self half
Oromo, and rep re sents the Oromo
wing of the new, governing na tional
Pros per ity Party and for merly headed
the Oromo Dem o cratic Party which he 
merged into the Pros per ity Party. But
Prime Min is ter Dr Abiy Ahmed Ali is
also half-Amhara, and his at tempts to
bring about a na tional peace in Ethi o -
pia have been in ter preted by the
OLF/OFC as a dec la ra tion of war
against Oromo irredentism. 

As well, the Pres i dent of the Ethi o -
pian Crown Coun cil, Prince Ermias
Sahle-Selassie Haile-Selassie, the
grandson of Em peror Haile Selassie I,
is also half Oromo and half Amhara.
But — as the Yu go slav civil war of
1990-2000 showed — the blend ing of
iden ti ties rep re sents an even greater
threat to geno cidal ex trem ists.

Such un ions show that multi-iden -
tity har mony can be achieved, and that
re al ity is the en emy of the goal es -
poused by the ex trem ists who seek
“eth nic” sep a rat ism.

Much of the in ter na tional com mu -
nity be came aware that the Oromo war 
against the Amhara was com ing to a
head when, on the night of June 30,
2020, a group of about 100 Oromo
youth — mostly young men — de -
stroyed a stone statue of for mer Ethi o -
pian Em peror Haile Selassie I in Can-
nizaro Park in the Lon don sub urb of
Wimble don. The ac tiv ity took place
dur ing the cover of a pe riod of in ter na -
tional street po lit i cal ac tiv ity gen er ated 
by the US “Black Lives Mat ter” move -
ment which was a spe cific by prod uct
of the US na tional elec tion year.

The de struc tion of the statue of the
Em peror fol lowed the sim i lar de struc -
tion of a large eques trian bronze statue 
of the Em peror’s fa ther, Ras Makon-
nen, in the city of Harar. And both pro -
tests, cap i tal iz ing on the “Black Lives
Mat ter” street vi o lence in the US, UK,

Aus tra lia, and else where, le git i mized
the de struc tion of stat ues sym bol iz ing
his tor i cal hi er ar chy. 

But to trigger this highly-or ches -
trated street war fare, a prom i nent
Oromo singer, Hachalu Hundessa, 34,
was as sas si nated on the eve ning of
June 29, 2020, in Addis Ababa. Hach-
alu was a strong ad vo cate for Oromo
rights and traditions, and his mur der
sparked pre-planned up ris ings in Har-
ar and Lon don, and else where in Ethi -
o pia.

By July 10, 2020, less than two weeks
af ter Hachalu’s death, the death toll
from the street war fare had reached
239. But this alone did not rep re sent
the geno cide. The OLF/OFC ac tion,
and the ac tion of groups such as the
Qeerroo. Orig i nally, the term “Qeerroo” 
meant merely young Oromo bach e -
lors; to day it means “the van guard of
the Oromo rev o lu tion”.

What is sig nif i cant is that, de spite
the de cades of evo lu tion of the mod -
ern Qeerroo move ment and the “great-
er Oromia” con cept, the na ture of the
trend has taken most Ethi o pi ans by
sur prise, whether at home or in the di -
as pora. In deed, de spite the fact that
rad i cal at tacks have been ev i dent since
1972, the up surge of the past few years
seemed to have taken most main -
stream Oromo by sur prise. 

His tor i cal Par al lels in the
Shap ing of Geno cidal
Movements

I   Aus tra lia and Can -
ada, ref u gee Oromos (and par tic u -
larly their chil dren, born out side

Ethi o pia) have or ga nized into seem -
ingly-sud den vit ri olic and hate-or ga -
nized groups.

The ac tion in the UK to top ple the
Haile Selassie statue, and man i festly
well-or ga nized dem on stra tions in var -
i ous Ca na dian cit ies and in Aus tra lia,
for ex am ple, brought the Oromo
move ment full-blown into prom i -
nence.

And they have done so with a sig nif i -
cant level of “pub lic re la tions” ca pa bil -
ity, tak ing ad van tage of be ing the first
on the scene to pub li cize their griev -
ances. In this re gard, the move ments

par al lel the post-Cold War Cro atian
Ustaše move ment, which heavily uti -
lized me dia ma nip u la tion in for eign
coun tries to build mo men tum. As
well, di as pora Ustaše youth formed the
hard core of fight ers which pur sued
the ex pan sion ist Cro atian ob jec tives
when the Yu go sla via be gan to break up 
in 1990-91. With the Cro atian ex am -
ple, as with the Oromo rad i cal agenda,
a great em pha sis has been placed on
em ploy ing the me dia to in flu ence for -
eign sup port, or to de ter for eign in ter -
ven tion to pro tect the ex ist ing struc -
tures within the tar get re gions.

Sig nif i cantly, with the post-World
War II Ustaše move ment and the mod -
ern Oromo rad i cal move ments, there
are re li gious and po lit i cal trig gers. The
Ustaše move ment re lied heavily on
mo bi liz ing through Croatia’s Ca thol i -
cism (as op posed to Ser bia’s Or tho dox
Chris tian ity) and, in its post-Cold War 
it er a tion, along lines in flu enced po lit i -
cally by na tion al ist-so cial ism (nazi)
prin ci ples as well as be cause of trig gers
from com mu nist prac tice (as im ple -
mented by the Cro atian leader of the
So cial ist Fed eral Re pub lic of Yu go sla -
via, Mar shal Josip Broz (Tito). Iron i -
cally, Tito was a great ad mirer of Em -
peror Haile Selassie of Ethi o pia.

But there is lit tle doubt, too, that the
Oromo rad i cal move ments owe much
of their or ga ni za tional think ing to the
con di tion ing of So viet-backed Ethi o -
pian marx ist rul ers af ter the coup and
reg i cide against Em peror Haile Selassie 
in 1974. Cer tainly, the first phase of
Ethi o pian com mu nism un der the
Dergue of Mengistu Haile Mariam
(1974-1990) was strongly in fa vor of a
uni fied Ethi o pia, but it rad i cal ized a
gen er a tion of Ethi o pian youth, in clud -
ing many young Oromos. The ex plo -
sion of lit er acy and ed u ca tion cre ated
by the ide al ism of Em peror Haile Sel-
assie had opened up, for the first time,
the youth of Ethi o pia to in sa tia ble cu -
ri os ity and a quest for so cial jus tice.

They were ripe for rad i cal iza tion.
And it was to cost the Em peror his life.

But it was the sec ond it er a tion of
marx ism in Ethi o pia — which be gan
with the flight of Mengistu to ex ile and
safe ha ven in Zim ba bwe in 1990, and
the as sump tion of power with US
bless ing of the TPLF un der Meles

.       , 

8 Article II:  In the present Convention, genocide means any of the following acts committed with intent to destroy, in whole or in part, a national,
ethnical, racial or religious group, as such: (a) Killing members of the group; (b) Caus ing se ri ous bodily or men tal harm to mem bers of the group; 
(c) De lib er ately in flict ing on the group con di tions of life cal cu lated to bring about its phys i cal de struc tion in whole or in part; (d) Imposing
measures intended to prevent births within the group; (e) Forcibly transferring children of the group to another group.



Zenawi (a rad i cal, Al ba nian-style Tig-
rean marx ist) — which set the “greater
Oromia” move ment run ning. Meles,
who died in 2012 at the age of 57 (pav -
ing the way for the end of com mu nism
in Ethi o pian gov er nance), set up an
eth ni cally-based “di vide and rule” ap -
proach to Ethi o pian rule.

Like Tito in Yu go sla via, he “al lo -
cated” re gions to eth nic groups and
en cour aged their dis trust of each
other. Meles fu eled the Qeerroo move -
ment and its var i ous al lies/mas ters
such as the OLF and the OFC needed.
Un der the Meles stew ard ship, the
Oromo pop u la tion surged into new
ter ri to ries, in clud ing the na tional cap i -
tal, Addis Ababa, which had been cre -
ated in 1886 in es sen tially vir gin land
by Em peror Menelik II. Un der Meles, it 
was also ac cepted that Addis was con -
cur rently the cap i tal of Oromia. For
the Tigrean, Meles, this was part of his
own anti-Amhara xe no pho bia. 

Cer tainly, Addis Ababa could not
con ceiv ably be the cap i tal of Tigré
(which was geo graph i cally re mote
from it). How ever, it was im por tant for 
Meles to re move any sug ges tion that
the na tional cap i tal should in any way
be part of what he (as a rev o lu tion ary,
fight ing against the Solomonic crown
of Em peror Haile Selassie) con sid ered
to be an Amhara-centric Ethi o pia. In
fact, un der the Solomonic em per ors,
Ethi o pia was a melt ing pot of Ethi o -
pian so ci et ies. There had been un re -
strained in ter mar riage be tween Am-
hara, Oromo, and other Ethi o pian eth -
nici ties into the Solomonic fam ily.

Linguistic Roots of the Mod ern
Oromo Se ces sion ist Movement

T -  rad i cal Oromo
irridentism has been un der way,
then, for al most a half-cen tury.

The Oromo point to the grad ual in -
cor po ra tion of Oromo lands and
peo ples into the Ethi o pian Em pire in
the late 1800s. 

Cer tainly, there had over the years
been an iden tity is sue which crys tal-
ized around per cep tions of eth nic ity,
lan guage, re li gion, and cul ture. Lan -
guage, in par tic u lar, be came a key
iden ti fier. The Oromo lan guage, Oro-

migne, and Oromo peo ples are of
Hami tic and Cushitic or i gin, but had,
dur ing Solomonic times, been writ ten
us ing the Ge’ez al pha bet, which pro -
vides the ba sis for both Am haric and
Tigrigne, and is (as are its speak ers) of
se mitic or i gin (à la Ar a maic). 

It was only in 1991 that Omorigne
for mally be gan to be writ ten with a
Latin al pha bet (called Qubee). Sig nif i -
cantly, the Latin-based writ ten form
had been taken up by Oromos in the
di as pora, and par tic u larly by the OLF
in the late 1970s.9 Lit tle won der, then,
that the is sue of lan guage as an iden tity 
stand point has be come clearly en -
gaged with the OLF mes sage.

The OLF has now had a half-cen tury 
to rad i cal ize two gen er a tions of
Oromos. What is sur pris ing, in fact, is
that it did not have an even greater
pen e tra tion of the Oromo com mu nity.

One rea son for the re sis tance to
OLF-led rad i cal iza tion has been be -
cause re li gion is an other key marker of
dif fer ences within the Oromo com mu -
nity. Most Oromo of Or tho dox Chris -
tian ity iden tify with both Ethi o pian
and Oromo cul tures, equally proud of
both. But there are Oromos of other
Chris tian de nom i na tions, par tic u larly
Pentecostalism, who were more eas ily
swayed away from the pan-Ethi o pian
iden tity of the Ethi o pian Or tho dox
Church. Still oth ers, par tic u larly in ar -
eas close to So ma lia, are Mus lim. But
even many of these — the ma jor ity it
seems — are pro-Ethi o pian. Some
Mus lims, in ev i ta bly, have been swayed
by rad i cal Islamism and by Wah-
habism, which is a dis tinct de par ture
from the mod er ate and tolerant forms
of Is lam prac ticed by, for ex am ple, the
key Mus lim lead ers of the area (such as
the Sul tan of the Afar, for ex am ple).

But it was the rev o lu tion ary, sec u lar
at mo sphere of the build-up and fol -
low-on to the 1974 coup d’etat against
Em peror Haile Selassie which has most 
in flu enced the rad i cal move ments of
the Oromo peo ple. They en cour aged
the surge of Oromo into Addis Ababa,
and now claim it as their own, de spite
the re al ity that Em peror Menelik II
had founded the city in what was re -
garded as terra nullis: no man’s land.
The land grab had be gun.

The rad i cal Oromo move ment has

made enor mous ef forts to co-opt the
blank slate of in ter na tional pub lic
opin ion, as well as the opin ion of
young ex pa tri ate — and of ten well ed -
u cated — Oromos who want to be
proud of their or i gins. Young chil dren
and grand chil dren of ref u gee Cro -
atians had sim i larly been co-opted in
the run-up to the break down of Yu go -
sla via. The most pro foundly vi o lent of
the new gen er a tion of Ustaše fight ers
flood ing in to post-Tito Yu go sla via
were Aus tra lians and Ca na di ans of im -
mi grants who had ac tu ally fled com -
mu nism af ter 1945. And they em u lated 
the vir u lently rac ist ide ol o gies of the
Ustaše fight ers of the 1941-44 “In de -
pend ent State of Croatia” which had
been a staunch ally of nazi Ger many.

The 1990-2000 Cro atians were
quick to use for mal pub lic re la tions
man age ment firms in the UK and US
to spread an en tirely con trived nar ra -
tive to win in ter na tional sup port for
their war against Serbs: the peo ple
against whom the Ustaše Cro atian
state of World War II had waged a
geno cidal cam paign. And the Croats
— work ing with rad i cal Islamists in
Bosnia-Herzegovina and sup ported by 
the Al ba nian move ments — did in -
deed co-opt the psy cho log i cal high
ground, and that proved de ci sive in
cre at ing the post-con flict frame work
of the Bal kans from about 2000 on -
wards. That was a psy cho log i cal war
built largely around tele vi sion and the
print me dia.

Sim i larly, the Oromo radicals are
heavily in vested in the me dia tech nol -
ogy of the day: Internet and so cial me -
dia apps, as well as sat el lite tele vi sion.

Key to this is Jawar Mo ham med, 34,
one of the found ers of the Oromia Me -
dia Net work (OMN), and an in spi ra -
tion for the In ter na tional Oromo
Youth As so ci a tion (Na tional Youth
Move ment for Free dom and De moc -
racy), which uses the over-arch ing ep i -
thet of Qeerroo. He was one of the key
lead ers of the 2016 Oromo pro tests
against the then-Gov ern ment of Ethi -
o pia, and against all non-Oromo in flu -
ences in the coun try.

Jawar Mo ham med’s OMN la bels it -
self as a non-par ti san, non-profit or ga -
ni za tion to pro duce and dis sem i nate
cit i zen-driven re port ing on Oromia. It

,         .

9 The present written form of Oromigne is only one of a number of indigenous written forms of the language. The Sapalo script was an indigenous
Oromo script invented by Sheikh Bakri Sapalo (1895-1980; also known by his birth name, Abubaker Usman Odaa) in the late 1950s, and used
underground afterwards. Despite structural and organizational influences from Ge’ez and the Arabic script, it is a graphically-independent
creation designed specifically for Oromo phonology, as noted by Wikipedia.



is a broad cast ing com pany (sat el lite
tele vi sion) with a strong foot print on
so cial me dia, with bases in Addis
Ababa and the US (St. Paul, Min ne -
sota), and with a stated bud get for its
US op er a tions in 2018 of a half-mil lion 
US dol lars. Most of its func tions are,
how ever, out side pub lic scru tiny.

Lit tle won der, then, when the mass
ri ot ing “spon ta ne ously” broke out fol -
low ing the mur der of singer Hachalu
Hundessa on July 29, 2020, the Ethi o -
pian Gov ern ment im me di ately closed
down the Internet across Ethi o pia, and 
raided the of fices of OMN, ar rest ing
key jour nal ists there. The Com mit tee
to Pro tect Jour nal ists (CPJ), a New
York-based ac tiv ist and world wide
group, im me di ately con demned the
Gov ern ment ac tion. 

Only a brief time tran spired be -
tween the mur der of Hachalu and the
start of the “spon ta ne ous”, well-or -
ches trated up ris ing, and the also pre-
planned re sponses to the Gov ern ment
crack-down which would in ev i ta bly be 
trig gered. Jawar Mo ham med him self
was ar rested — along with some 3,500
pro tes tors — in the im me di ate af ter -
math of the events.

The hun dreds of deaths which fol -
lowed the ri ots were mainly of non-
Oromos or Oromo Or tho dox Chris -
tians in Oromia. Ethi o pian news site
Borkena.com re ported on Au gust 3,
2020: “In jail af ter the as sas si na tion of
Oromo mu si cian Hachalu Hundessa,
Jawar Mo ham med has now be gun
high light ing his Amhara her i tage in a
clear ef fort to ex tri cate him self from
im pend ing le gal con se quence for the
rôle his … OMN … played for what a
re port by Mi nor ity Rights Group
called eth nic cleans ing [by the Qeer-
roo] in the Oromo re gion of Ethi o pia.
The at tack in the re gion tar geted non-
Oromos and the fol low ers of the Ethi -
o pian Or tho dox Church.”

The June 29, 2020, as sas si na tion —
al most cer tainly by the Qeerroo on be -
half of the OLF, etc.10 — was in tended
to be a wa ter shed trig ger in the Oromo
push to destabilize the re form ist Prime 
Min is ter of Ethi o pia, Dr Abiy, who had 
be come fur ther em bat tled by the im -
pact of the COVID-19 cri sis on Ethi o -
pia’s econ omy. But Dr Abiy had long
been aware of the armed threat the

OLF and its footsoldiers posed, and the 
fact that they were be ing armed and fi -
nanced not merely by funds from the
di as pora Oromo com mu ni ties but by
the TPLF who had been ma neu vered
out of gov er nance in 2018, and by the
Egyp tian Gov ern ment. 

The Oromo Tac ti cal Al li ance
With Rad i cal Tigreans

T TPLF   pre par ing new
as saults on Ethi o pian Gov ern -
ment forces. 

The Tigré Pop u lar Lib er a tion Front,
which re mains marx ist, has a large pri -
vate army — built up in par al lel to the
Ethi o pian Armed Forces when Meles
con trolled the na tional Gov ern ment
— equipped with heavy ar mor, he li -
cop ter gunships, and US-trained spe -
cial forces. The TPLF had been an ef -
fec tive com bat force even when they
had been a bush force fight ing against
the ear lier Dergue ad min is tra tion. 

Un til 1990, the TPLF had been fight -
ing merely for Tigrean se ces sion, but
when the Dergue col lapsed with the
col lapse of the USSR (its main spon -
sor) in 1990, the TPLF found it self
with two di vi sions of Su da nese-sup -
plied ar mor in Addis Ababa. Then,
with US bless ing (be cause Wash ing ton
was preoccupied with the col lapse of
the So viet Un ion), the TPLF found it -
self in con trol of all of Ethi o pia.

So now, in 2020, the TPLF and the
OLF and its al lies have found com mon
cause to at tack and dis mem ber the
Abiy Gov ern ment and Ethi o pia. Dr
Abiy is aware of the siege un der which
he finds him self, and is gird ing for a
“two-front” war against the OLF and
the TPLF forces.

Agree ing with Egypt that there
should be no for mal war over the
Grand Ethi o pian Re nais sance Dam
(GERD) on July 29, 2020, was a ma jor
re lief, but the next stage would be to
en sure that Egypt with drew its sup port 
for the OLF in sur rec tion. And this is
where Egypt faces a fun da men tal ques -
tion: Would a dis mem bered Ethi o pia,
with a rad i cal and in de pend ent Oro-
mia as a ma jor sov er eign en tity, suit
Cairo’s in ter est better than a sta ble and
friendly Ethi o pia?

Ethi o pia has faced “eth nic cleans -

ing” type op er a tions be fore, par tic u -
larly in the Dergue years post-1974,
when it de lib er ately re in forced the
great drought of 1983-85 and later,
kill ing 1.2-mil lion in Eritrea, Tigré,
and Wello, thus weak en ing se ces sion ist 
move ments there. These kind of num -
bers rep re sented geno cide then, and
pres age the kind of ap proach the OLF
em braces in 2020. The great les sons of
Sta lin, Mao, and Mengistu Haile Mar-
iam were not wasted on the OLF.

By Au gust 2020, most Oromo rad i -
cal lead ers had been ar rested, and this
brought to a ten u ous pause the mass
surges of armed groups. But the in ter -
na tional cam paign to le git i mize the
move ment of the “op pressed Oromo
peo ple” as the vic tims, rather than the
per pe tra tors, of the civil war has just
be gun. In deed, the sav age crack down
by Ethi o pian Gov ern ment forces on
Oromo ex trem ists was de lib er ately en -
gen dered by bar baric war against Oro-
mo Or tho dox groups and against Am-
hara has pro vided am ple graphic ev i -
dence for the di as pora to show the in -
ter na tional me dia.

Stra te gic Context

T H  A is crit i cal to 
the se cu rity of the Red Sea/Suez
sea lane of com mu ni ca tion

(SLOC), quite apart from the sta bil -
ity of East and Cen tral Af rica. 

This sit u a tion is ac cen tu ated by the
se cu rity and sta bil ity chal lenges on the
Ara bian Pen in sula side of the Red Sea,
and is sub ject to other re gional power
in flu ences (from Tur key and Iran, as
well as the United Arab Emirates and
Qa tar) and others. 

The rad i cal Oromo agenda as pres -
ently pur sued is xe no pho bic and does
not of fer the pros pect of sta bil ity, but
rather — with the TPLF — of fers a pe -
riod of great in sta bil ity which could
jeop ar dize the vi a bil ity of the Red
Sea/Suez SLOC at a crit i cal time in the
global econ omy. It is a war which, since 
1972, has al ready killed thou sands.

The pros pect is that the geno cidal
war will now be pur sued with greater
fe roc ity un less it is quickly curbed.
Eritrea with drew its sup port for the
OLF in about 2018. Will Egypt now
fol low suit? H

.       , 

10 The Ethiopian Attorney-General, Adanech Abebe said on July 10, 2020, that the two men arrested for the assassination, and who admitted to the
act, were from “a splinter wing” of the OLF, Oneg Shene (also known as Shene Oneg, or OLF-Shene), with the goal of inciting ethnic tension and
overthrowing the Government. A third man was wanted in connection with the crime. 


