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Staff at Arlanda airport made a very remarkable discovery on Monday afternoon. 

On one of the aircraft found a man living in a freight container. The plane came from Ethiopia and 

the man has now applied for asylum. 

- He's been in a pressure equalized container, so that's why he has survived, says Carina Skagerlind, 

spokesperson Stockholm police. 

AD: 

Staff at Arlanda airport found the morning a man in a freight container - an aircraft that arrived from 

Ethiopia. The man lives and has now sought asylum in Sweden, reports the police. He will be born, 

1988. 

He was medtagen when the staff found him, but feeling better now, says Carina Skagerlind, 

spokesperson Stockholm police. 

The plane took off 01:10 (local time) from Addis Ababa, a stopover in Vienna, before it reached its 

final destination Arlanda, Stockholm at 09:35. Total travel time is thus 10 hours and 25 minutes. 

- It is not very common this. He has been in a pressure equalized container, so that's why he has 

survived. Anyone know that this container is worked to be in, says Carina Skagerlind. 

The man must have found the staff shortly after landing. What was transported in the container and 

how much is still unknown. 

 

Preliminary investigation commenced 

In August 2015 a similar incident occurred with a man from Ethiopia. A 24-year old man flew among 

bags in a container. 

The man later explained that he was employed at the airport in Addis Ababa and could sneak into the 

luggage compartment. 

- It's very unusual to expose themselves to the risk. I know only to these two events, says Johan Live, 

press officer at Swedavia. 

A preliminary investigation of suspected smuggling has started. 

Ethiopia is a country ravaged by war and a dictatorship that constantly violate human rights. In 

Sweden, the country became much attention when journalists Martin Schibbye and Johan Persson 

were imprisoned. 

Approximately one percent of asylum seekers in Sweden in 2015 were Ethiopians. So far this year, 

half of the asylum trials made for Ethiopian nationals granted. 


